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About 2,000 people sustain eye injuries at work every day. Of these daily eye injuries, 
about 200 to 400 injuries cause temporary or permanent loss of vision. Research and 
Extension Centers encompass a variety of work environments where eye injuries can 
potentially occur, including spraying operations, dusty areas, shops, battery handling 
areas, laboratories, and pesticide dispensing areas. 
 
Protection Requirements 

 California Code of Regulations [CCR] Title 8, Section 3382 requires employees working in 
areas where there is a risk of receiving eye injuries to wear eye protection (employers are 
required to provide eye protection and ensure employees use it) 

 Eye and face protection are required to meet American National Standards Institute’s 
impact and ultraviolet radiation standard Z87.1 [CCR Title 8, Section 3382 (d) (1) and (2)] 

 
Types of Protection  

 Safety Glasses (with side shields) – for use in work environments where minor dust, chips, 
shavings, or flying particle hazards are present (wood or metal shops, construction and 
maintenance/repair areas) 

 Goggles – for use in work environments where spray, mist, high-dust, or splash hazards are 
present (laboratory, pesticide handling/spraying, equipment wash, grain and battery 
handling areas) 

 Face Shields – for use in work environments where there is a high likelihood of facial 
impacts from spraying, chipping, grinding, or chemical hazards (always wear safety glasses 
or goggles beneath a face shield) 

 
Recommended Protection Practices  

 Eye protection goggles should form a protective seal against the face in work environments 
where mist, spray, high-dust, or splash hazards are present 

 Never use damaged or malfunctioning eye protection equipment 
 Always adjust eye protection to assure a snug and secure fit that will not interfere with job 

movements 
 Properly clean and maintain eye protection equipment 

 

 

Visit www.ehs.ucr.edu for additional information or call 951-827-5528 if you have any questions. 
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