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Proper Application and Use of Power

Strips (RPTs)

Also known as:
Relocatable Power Taps (RPTs), Plug Strips, Surge Protectors, Temporary Power Taps, Transient Voltage Surge
Suppressors (TVSS)

What they are not:
Extension Cords, Temporary Wiring

DO!

Use only listed (NRTL approved) RPTs

Inspect for damage before use

Follow the manufacturer and UL instructions

Use RPTs only for low-powered loads (<5 A/600 W)

DON'T!

Custom fabricate power strips

Use RPTs outdoors, or in damp/wet locations
Daisy-chain RPTs together or use with extension cords
Permanently mount RPTs

RPTs must be listed by a
Nationally Recognized
Testing Laboratory (NRTL).
LISTED

“BBOWER TAP
“3ED

Underwriter's
Laboratoriesor UL is the
most common.

Standard RPTs are for use
indoors, in dry locations only.

Waterproof RPTs are available
for locations subject to spills.

RPTs may not be
daisy-chained
(connected together),
or used with
extension cords.

RPTs may be mounted per
manufacturer instructions
with slots or keyholes.

RPTs are not to be
mounted permanently such
that tools are required for
removal. Mounting with zip

ties is not allowed.

ALSO LISTED AS WSS |-

Priorto use, RPTs are to be inspected for damage. Check
for cracks to the plastic, damaged cord or plug, and
evidence of overheating

If any damage is found, immediately take the
RPT out of service and purchase a new one.

Cords of RPTs shall not be run
through doorways, windows, or
similar openings.

»  Cords shall not be run through
holes in walls, structural
ceilings, suspended ceilings,

floors, or under rugs or
carpets.

Do not exceed the load (ampacity) rating of
the device or outlet.

RPTs are for a high concentration
of low-powered loads, like
computers and electronics.

High-current equipment (>5 A,
>600 W), such as space heaters
and appliances are to be plugged
directly into the wall.

For more information visit ehs.ucr.edu/safety#electrical_safety




P=

E

I x E
Voltage (V)
P

. TYPEO42 ELECTRCOVEN|
V-~ 60Hz 1300W

UCTION BOOK BEFORE USE
%STIQUE SEULEMENT

Most appliances and similarequipment listthe wattage (W)
and the voltage (V) on the nameplate. Use the equation
here to determine the current (A).

Itis obvious thatjusta coupleof appliances pluggedintoa
Relocatable Power Tap will exceed the maximum cord-and-
plug connected load.

For example, a 1300 W toaster andan 1100 W coffee
maker is 20 Amps !
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