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Lab Safety Evaluations are a way to identify and correct safety issues before they become 
a problem.   Based on one year of evaluations, here are UCR’s laboratories top findings and 
what you and your lab can do to correct them. 

TOP LAB SAFETY FINDINGS 

12 MONTHS OF RESEARCH SAFETY 
NOVEMBER 2025 

Top Lab Safety Findings 

Fume Hoods 

Fire Extinguishers

Seismic Anchoring 

Hazardous Waste 

Verify your fume hood has been certified in the last year 
and not cluttered. If an alarm is going off or a light is out, 
notify us at ehsih@ucr.edu to work on correction. 

On a monthly basis, check the charge, pin, and mount, 
and then initial the tag. If your extinguisher needs fixing 

or hasn’t been replaced in over a year, contact 
ehsfire@ucr.edu. 

Ensure all items taller than 42" are restrained, and heavy 

items are prevented from falling. Gas cylinders need two 

chains for each cylinder. Place a facilities work order. 

Verify all waste has a proper WASTe label on it. Ensure 

that waste is stored closed in secondary containment, 
and removed by the time limit on the tag. Contact 
radiobiowastepickup@ucr.edu with issues. 
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Safety Training 

LHAT 

Safety Placard 

Standard Operating Procedures 

Use and document the Lab Site Specific Checklist with 

each member. Review SOPs and CHP in your lab safety 

manual, and make sure your online trainings aren’t 
expired. 

Your lab’s LHAT should be certified, include all lab 

members on the roster, and every member should 

acknowledge and take PPE training. 

Your placard should have updated contact information, 
and have a certified inventory date in the last year to 

ensure the diamond and GHS symbols are up to date. 

Ensure you have SOPs for your hazardous chemicals and 

processes. Each SOP should be signed by the PI and 

reviewed and signed by all lab members using the process 

or when processes are changed. 

These 8 categories may seem straightforward to fix, but accounted for over 75% of all 
findings last year.   Reviewing these steps before your evaluation is an easy way to simplify 
the process for your lab and stay safe and prepared. 

Be Prepared 
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https://ehs.ucr.edu/document/reserachsafetyapril2021lhat
https://ehs.ucr.edu/document/12monthsofresearchsafetyjanuary2024
https://ehs.ucr.edu/laboratory#standard-operating-procedures
https://ehs.ucr.edu/laboratory#standard-operating-procedures
https://ehs.ucr.edu/laboratory/
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